PARENT/STUDENT NEWSLETTER
JANUARY 2008

This newsletter comes to you in no order of importance. Please read the entire letter and, as always, if you have questions or comments please give me a call at 269-966-2527 or email at bcyouthorchestra@aol.com.      ----Leigh Russell
What Money Buys FYI
Do you realize: business insurance for the BCYO costs the yearly tuition of four students, our yearly phone bill is the yearly tuition of five and one half students, the website costs the tuition of one and one half students, postage costs the yearly tuition of two students, our mandated yearly financial review costs the yearly tuition of eight students and other dues/fees the BCYO has to pay are the equivalent of ten students’ tuition. This is by no means a complete list of our bills. And this is also why we do fundraising.

The good news is that there is no rental charge for our rehearsal rooms or Lakeview Middle School Auditorium for concerts (we do have to pay for technical support, however –two student tuitions per concert-- which is why I’ve been running the lights lately), our website guru is a volunteer, the storage space where we keep the music and various other things is donated, almost all of the music we use is ours or borrowed and office space and internet service are donated. 
Parent Meeting

There will be a meeting for parents of the Junior Strings, Youth Orchestra and Beginning Strings class students on Tuesday, February 19, 6:00-7:00 pm at Lakeview High School. Please plan on attending. You’ll get to hear more about the organization and upcoming events, meet parents of other students, and have a chance to ask questions and offer suggestions. Contact Julie Schmitt (969-9349), Kim Williamson (963-4813) or the office if you have any questions.
Camp Scholarships

The Morning Musical Club is once again offering scholarships for half the tuition of summer camp at Blue Lake or Interlochen for 2008. Students must be a member in good standing of the Battle Creek Youth Orchestra or Junior Music Club and must commit to being a member of the organization for the year following the award. Students in 7th grade beginning in September 2008 through 12th grade are eligible to audition. Pieces DO NOT have to be memorized this year. Registration forms are due by February 1 and auditions will take place on Tuesday, February 26 at St. Thomas Episcopal Church in downtown Battle Creek. For information on audition pieces and to receive an application, please contact Kathy Sawchuk at 269-965-5023. (Note: this is an excellent opportunity for our students and I know there is available money for these scholarships.)
Pancake Breakfast

You should have received the flyer through rehearsal for the Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser. If not, here is the information:

When: February 2, 2008 from 8:00-10:00 AM


Where: Applebee’s at Lakeview Square Mall


What: All you can eat pancakes with sausage, coffee, juice, milk

Tickets: $5.00 each

· We’d like for everyone to try to pre-sell at least 5 tickets. Tickets will be distributed through rehearsals/classes

· We will need approximately 10 volunteers to serve and run plates

· We would like students to also be available to play some music if possible . . . maybe for 10 minutes or so at the hour and half hour
· We will need to “get the word out”, so please talk it up at work, neighborhoods, schools, etc.
· Although we need to pre-sell tickets, walk-ins will be welcome
· Contact Julie Schmitt at 969-9349 or schmittja@sbcglobal.net or Kim Williamson at 963-4813 or kim.williamson@dhs.gov to order tickets, volunteer or with any questions.

Please read the above article “What Money Buys FYI” to remember why we need fundraisers. Then go out and SELL, SELL, SELL those tickets! Besides, this will be a very fun event to attend. You’ll get to meet the BCYO kids and other parents and eat lots of pancakes. That’s a pretty good way to begin a Saturday!
Absences

Please, please, please let us know if your student will not be able to attend a rehearsal BEFORE THE DAY OF THE REHEARSAL. Both of our directors and some of our students travel great distances to attend rehearsals and it’s not fair to them to show up and then have to cancel because not enough students have shown up. If we find out ahead of time that most students cannot attend a rehearsal we will cancel. Also note that I leave the office about 2:45 on Tuesdays and Wednesdays so that I can attend the Beginning Strings Classes. If you call or email after that time I will not get the message until the next day.
Strategic Plan/Environmental Scan

We have completed the environmental scan and strategic plan for BCYO. Many, many thanks to the committee for all their time and hard work. Both documents are on our website and you are encouraged to read them. Let me know if you have any questions, comments or would like to volunteer to help lead the BCYO toward its newly stated mission and vision for the future.
Beginning Strings 
The Beginning Strings performed as part of their school Christmas programs in December with rave reviews. The students are doing a wonderful job and are learning quickly. For my part, however, I’ll be glad if I don’t hear Jingle Bells for awhile. Message for the students: practice, practice, practice!! It will become easier and sound a whole lot better with more practice! And for encouragement we will be sending home practice slips for the students. Please fill out the minutes practiced each day and have a parent sign the slip. Return it to rehearsal each week. Occasionally we will award prizes for the student who has spent the most time practicing during the previous week. 
Schedule (subject to change) with Wattles Park in ( )’s: January 22 (23), 29 (30)

February 5 (6), 19 (20), 26 (27)

March 4 (5), 11 (12), 18 (19), 25 (26)

April 1 (2), 15 (16), 22 (23), 29 (30)

May more information on the dress rehearsal on May 5 and concert on May 6 when we get closer to the dates 
May13 (14), 29 (21).  

Junior Strings

The Junior Strings performed a wonderful program for the residents at Heritage Assisted Living in December. A mix of concert pieces and Christmas music, the residents thoroughly enjoyed it. Next time we’ll try to have the fire turned down so no one feels like passing out from the heat, however. 

Schedule (subject to change): 
January 22 in the black box theatre at LHS, 29

February 5
February 11, dress rehearsal LMS time TBA

February 12, concert LMS time TBA

February 19, 26
March 4, 11, 18, 25 

April 1, 15, 22, 29
May 5 dress rehearsal LMS time TBA

May 6 Concert LMS time TBA

Junior Strings will also be performing at the Art Center on a Sunday in March and at Spring into the Arts in downtown Battle Creek on May 16. We will get the times and more information to you as soon as we can.

Youth Orchestra

Student Kelsey Werner has put together a wind quintet that will be making its debut at the February concert. I have heard them rehearsing and can attest to the fact that they will be a highlight of the February concert. Thank you, Kelsey, Katie, Jordan, Elizabeth and Michael!
All rehearsals at Lakeview High School begin at 6:45 pm

Schedule (subject to change):
January 22 in the black box theatre at LHS, 29

February 5
February 11, dress rehearsal LMS time 6:45-8:30?

February 12, concert LMS, 6:00 warm-up rehearsal, 7:00 concert

February 19, 26

March 4, 11, 18, 25 

April 1, 15 at Sturgis, 22, 29 at Sturgis

May 5 dress rehearsal LMS time TBA

May 6 Concert LMS time TBA

Note that we will be having 2 rehearsals (6:30-8:30 pm) in Sturgis in April, Carpooling is greatly suggested and we have parents who are willing to drive. Please let me know if you need a ride BEFORE the week of the rehearsal. 

May Concert and Spaghetti Dinner (Awards Banquet)

More information on this as it becomes available. Check our website for updates, too.
Plant Certificates

The plant certificate sale will be in March. Since a lot of groups are now doing this, please start asking your friends, neighbors and co-workers NOW to buy from you. I’ll get the information and sales sheets to you as soon as possible. We will sell the certificates for flats of annuals and the certificates for hanging baskets AT THE SAME PRICE K Drive Greenhouse charges their walk-in customers. 

I’m not proofing this because I want to get it to you as soon as possible. Please forgive any mistakes. There’s more to report and other newsletters will be coming periodically. Or check our website at www.bcyouthorchestra.org. 
